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ONOMASTICS AND NAMES OF THE STARRY SKY
To the 95th anniversary of Professor, Corresponding Member of
the Academy of Sciences of Ukraine Yu. O. Karpenko —
the author of the book "Names of the Starry Sky"
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ABSTRACT. In 2024, the 95th anniversary of the
outstanding scientist, encyclopedist, Professor Yuriy
Olexandrovich Karpenko is celebrated. Yu. O. Karpenko
taught for many years at the Faculty of Philology Odesa
Mechnikov National University. Yuriy Olexandrovich
Karpenko, being a philologist, expanded the object of his
research to include the entire Universe. The results of his
research are reflected in the book "Names of the Starry
Sky", which is still unique today. In the words of Yu. O.
Karpenko himself: "The human path of knowledge has
always been accompanied by words. Man denoted all his
discoveries and victories by means of language — he
named them. Without this, without such names, there
would be no point in thinking about the accumulation of
knowledge, about passing it on to subsequent
generations." The authors of the report hope that the life
of the wonderful book by Yu. O. Karpenko "Names of the
Starry Sky" will be continued by its translation into
English and Ukrainian.
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AHOTAIIS. ¥V 2024 pomi BigzHauaeTbes 95-piuus 3
ITHS HApOJUKEHHA BHMIATHOTO BYEHOTO CHIMKJIOIIEINCTA
mpogecopa Opis OnexcanapoBuya Kapnenxa.
1O. O. Kapnenko faraTo  pOKIB  BHKJIAJaB Ha
¢inonorivromy dakynereri OHY imeni I. I. Meunukosa.
BiH € sickpaBUM NpeICTaBHUKOM HayKHd OHOMACTHKH, IO
IOCTIKYE TAEMHUIN TOXOJKCHHS CIJiB, SIKI ONHUCYIOTH
HaBkoyminHiM cBit. lOpiit Onekcannposud Kaprerko,
Oynyuu (inosorom, po3IUPUB 00'EKT CBOIX JOCIIIKEHb,
BKIIIOYMBIIK IO HHOTO Bech BcecBiT. PesympTatu #ioro
JIOCIIZKeHb BUCBITIICHO Yy KHU31 «Ha3Bu 30psiHOrO Hebay,
sgKa 1 70 ChOTOJHI € YHIKaJbHOIO. 3a CJIOBaMH CaMOro
10. O. Kaprienka, «JIroachkuii NUIAX Mi3HAHHS 3aBXKIU
CYNpOBO/KYBaBCS CIOBOM. Bci cBoi BIiIKpuTTS Ta
NepeMory  JII0JMHA [IO03Ha4yaia 3aco0aMH MOBH —
imeHyBana. be3 mporo, 6e3 Takux iMeH He Oymo 4oro 0 i
IyMaTd TpO HAKONWYEHHS 3HaHb, PO Hepenady ix
HACTYITHUM TIOKOJIHHSAM». ABTOPH CIIOJIBAarOTHCS, IO
xuTTs gyynosoi kauru 0. O. Kapneaka «Hazsu 30psHOTO
Heba» Oyae MpoIOBXKEHO ii MepeKIagoM aHTIIHCHKOI0 Ta
YKpalHChKOX MOBAaMH.

KurouoBi ciioBa: oHOMacThka, ictopis actpoHomii, «Ha-
3BH 30pSHOTO HebOay.

Introduction

Yuriy Olexandrovych Karpenko would have turned 95
this year. He was born in 1929 and lived a full and mostly
happy life despite the hardships of his wartime childhood.
He got his master’s degree from Lviv University,
completed his PhD and doctoral programs in Chernivtsy
University, many years taught students in Odesa
University, was elected as a full member of the National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine.

Karpenko's onomastics

The scientific contributions of Yuriy Karpenko are
impressive: he is the author of about 500 works
(http://karpenko.in.ua), and under his supervision, 62 PhD
and 5 doctoral dissertations have been defended. He
initiated the publication of many scientific collections,
including the annual collection of onomastic papers Opera
in onomastica (http://zzo.onu.edu.ua). The Odesa
Onomastic School, founded by Yuriy Olexandrovych,
continues to actively develop. Onomastics gradually
became the main interest of Yuriy Karpenko’s scientific
research. Yu. O. Karpenko developed the concept of the
toponymic system, the ratio of proper and common
names; the methodology of the futurological study of
proper names, the theory of literary onomastics, the
typology of literary proper names. He was drawn to
humorous onomastics. He was the author of the concept of
Ukrainian ethnology, including the origin of the Ukrainian
language, developed the theory of general phonology and
the phonology of the Ukrainian language.

Onomastics of the Universe

Possessing outstanding knowledge in the field of
onomastics, he wrote an unique book «Names of the
Starry Sky» (Karpenko, 1981), which has no analogues to
this day. According to the author, "the cosmos is not only
other physical states and other worlds. From galaxies and
constellations to minor planets and even meteorites, man-
made space objects have their own names. The human
path of knowledge has always been accompanied by
words. Man denoted all his discoveries and victories by
means of language — he named them. Without this,
without such names, there would be no point in thinking
about the accumulation of knowledge, about passing it on
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to subsequent generations". The coverage of topics Reference

reflected in the book is enormous: star names, galaxies, . .

constellations, asterisms, stars, planets, satellites of KaERg:L(SS o\f(l:r.;:\.s.tarlrgit )Nl\ilzvl%lna:mia i\éizdnogo neba
planets, asteroids, comets, the surface of the Moon. The Yy SKy), M., ) .

time has come to publish an edition of this book in

Ukrainian and English.
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